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OF THE 


Rev. Ms. JONES, 


Or ELY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


HERE is in Cambridgeſhire, and the adjacent Counties, a 

very extenſive, and, as appears by ancient Records, what was 
formerly a very beautiful and fertile Vale, containing in the whole 
_ upwards of three hundred thouſand Acres of Land. 


Large Bodies of Water paſſing from the adjacent Uplands road 
this Vale to Sea, and the Influx of the Tides from Sea being here 
ſometimes very great, this vaſt Tract of Country has, at different 
Periods of time, ſuffered the terrible Effects of a general Inundation. > 


The Conſequences of which have hs, and ever will hs under 
ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, very diſtreſsful and ruinous to the Poor 
for OR of Wark, to the Gentleman and Farmer from a Loſs of 

A their 


( 4 ) 
their Property, and to the Public from a Deprivation of thoſe large 
Supplies, which a Tract ſo very extenſive muſt be uſually pro- 
ductive of. 


To form ſome Idea of the latter, various Calculations have been | 
made, by all which it appears undeniably, that an average Product of 
this great Vale, ſuppoſing it in a State of Security and Improvement, 2 : 
on the moſt moderate Computation, in the ſeveral Articles of 
Corn, Hay, Beaſts, Sheep, Swine, Fowls, Butter, Cheeſe, Wool, 


Hemp, Flax, with a Variety of other neceſſary Articles of Life, 


which are uſually here produced in favourable Years in great 


Abundance, would not be leſs than to the Amount of Five Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds a Year. 5 


The Rev. Mr. Jones of Ely, being by Birth, Education, and 


Preferment, connected with this Country, and having its preſen t 
and future Welfare much at heart, thought, that he could not more 


uſefully employ his vacant Hours, than i in inveſtigating thoroughly 
a Subject ſo important to the Community, with a View to lend a 
helping Hand, towards rendering permanent, both to Individuals 
and the Public, a Source of fo. many, and ſo great Advantages. 
Under this Idea, he was gradually led on to take an active Part in 
ſeveral large Public Works in the South Level, which, at length, 


under the Countenance and Support of ſeveral public-ſpirited Gen- 


tlemen in that Neighbourhood, and particularly of the great ra- 
ther of that Country, Doctor Mawſon, the late worthy Biſhop of 


Ely, whoſe many extenſive Acts of private Charity, and public Mu- 
nificence in helping forward every great and important Work, in 
which the Welfare of its Inhabitants was concerned, will ever 


deſervedly 


„ 


deſervedly render his Memory revered and honoured there, were 


brought to ſuch Perfection, as to lay the Foundation for all thoſe 
| pleaſing Hopes, which have been fince entertained, of carrying ſo 
noble a Plan into Execution. For this End, Turnpike Roads have 


been made here in Places heretofore utterly inacceſſible by Car- 


riages. By Means of which, a free and open Communication i 1 


no formed between that valuable Country, for many Ages almoſt 
b ſecluded from the reſt of Mankind, and the neighbouring Coun- 


ties on every side. 


And it is deferving Notice, that theſe Turnpike Roads are in 
many Places formed upon the public Banks of the Country, a Mode 


not adopted before, but which, if ſteadily purſued, cannot fail of 
being productive of the moſt beneficial Conſequences, as, at the ſame 


Time, that it will afford a more extenſive Proſpect of the Country to 
the Traveller, it will, in Proceſs of Time, render thoſe Banks an im- 


pregnable Barrier for the Defence and Security of the Country. 


The Corporation of Bedford Level, are conſtituted, by Parliament, 


the Guardians of this Country; nor have they been wanting upon all 


Occaſions to exert themſelves, according to their Ability, in helping 
forward, by various Modes of Aſſiſtance, this great Deſign. And it 


particularly redounds much to the Credit of Robert Palmer, Eſq. a 
very intelligent and reſpectable Member of that Honourable Body, 


that, by a very large and expenſive Work, which he has lately effected, 
calculated chiefly for the benefit of the North Level, and from which 


his Grace the Duke of Bedford, Sir Sampſon Gideon, with the ſeveral 


other Owners of Lands there, will in time amply reap the moſt be- 


neficial 
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neficial Fruits, he has proved, to a Demonſtration, the Practicability 


of effecting, upon the ſame Principles, the Safety and Security of the —_ | 
whole Great Level, 


To provide A Fund adequate to 10 arduous an Undertaking, an 
A pplication was made to Parliament the laſt Seſſions. But many Par- 
ticulars occurring, which required a more mature Deliberation, and a | 
fuller Diſcuſſion of the Subject than could be then allowed for it, the > 
farther conſideration of the intended Bill, for this purpoſe, was poſt- 


poned, till the next Seſſions of Parliament. 


Should Sits Bill then paſs into a Law, under proper Regulations 


and Reſtrictions, it will undoubtedly effectually anſwer the great 
Ends propoſed by it. And the Public may then, on reaſonable and 
good Grounds, promiſe to themſelves a permanent F ruition of all 


thoſe great and extenſive Advantages before pointed out. 


And the Benefit which will be hereby particularly 40 to the 
Pr operty of Mr. Jones, with all other Owners of Lands with him, 


in the South Level, containing together not leſs than One 
Hundred Thouſand Acres, cannot but be very CONSIDERABLE. 
Thoſe Lands are at preſent burthened with ſome heavy Taxes, which | 
ſink very deep into their preſent Product. But as ſome of thoſe Taxes - 1 
are only temporary, and the others will gradually decreaſe, as the 
Neceflity for them ſhall ceaſe : That great Work, which will ſoon 
render theſe Taxes Unneceſſary, will, of courſe, in time, relieve 
| thoſe Lands from that heavy Burthen, and conſequently add, in 


Proportion, to their real Value. 


Further, it asi be conſidered, that the preſent unfavourable © pi- | 
nion entertained of thoſe Lands, ariſes from a Suppoſition of their being 


at 


1 
at preſent Precarious, from their being liable to Contingent Floods. 
But as thepreſent ill Effects of ſuch Floods, entirely ariſe from the pre- 
ſent foul State of the Rivers there, which, for want of a proper Fund to 
cleanſe them out, and the amazing Quantity of Sullage lodged in them 
ſome Years ago, by foul Tides, and otherwiſe, during the Space of 
forty Years and upwards, whilſt Denver Sluice was down, which 
: brought a ſuperinduc d Soil upon the old Bed of thoſe Rivers, in ſome 
Places ſix, in others nine, in others twelve Feet deep, which, till 
very lately, was never attempted to be removed, greatly obſtructs the 
| Paſſage of thoſe Floods to Sea, and thereby occaſions their riſing fo 
high againſt the common Banks of the Country, as often to endanger 
them, and ſome Times to make Breaches in them: The propoled 


Bill, which is deſigned to provide an ample Fund to reſtore thoſe 


Rivers to their ancient Width and Depth, and thereby give a „ 


and eaſy, and expeditious Paſlage of thoſe Waters to Sea, will, at the 


ſame Time, effectually remove all ſuch Kind of Fe cars, and render 


thoſe Lands in future, in general, permanent proper ty. 


The moral Certainty of which, may be further evinced from the 
ancient State of thoſe Lands. There are many authentic Records 
to be met with, which ſhew, that thoſe Lands, above a hundred Years 
ago, were in general uſually let for from Eight to Ten, and ſome of 
them as high as F ifteen Shillings per Acre. The Rivers there were 
then 1 in a good State, free from their preſent F oulneſs and Obſtruc- 
tions. And, therefore, whenever that good State is again reſtored to 
them, which is very eaſily to be effected, as ſoon as ever a proper 


Fund ſha all be provided tor that Purpoſe, thoſe Lands will quickly 


return to, at leaſt, their Ancient Value, 


They 
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They will then be effectually Drained upon Natural Principles, 
without the Expence of thoſe large Water Engines, now uſed ; the 
annual Repair, and Working of which, beſides their firſt Purchaſe, is 
now become no inconſiderable a Burthen upon the Owners of them. 


Under this Conviction, and with this View, Mr. Jones became a 
Purchaſer of a conſiderable Share of theſe Lands, and has, at a very 


great Expence, proceeded in the improvement of them; inſomuch, 


that the amount of their Product would now be ſeldom leſs than Four 
Thouſand Pounds a Year, and are capable of a ſtill further * 


ment, ſo as to pr oduce annually a much larger Sum. 


But it has been Mr. Jones' 8 Misfortune Intely to fall into ſome un- 


happy Connections. And the Injury which he has received thereby, 
together with the F ailure of ſeveral Perſons, to whom he was Cre- 


ditor for ſome large Sums, and the many very heavy Loſſes, which 


he has lately ſuſtained, merely by the Act of Providence, from 


a Series of unfavourable Seaſons, have, together, for the preſent, 
not only prevented his perfecting the intended Improvement of his 
Property, but has alſo thrown his Affairs into a great deal of Per- 
1 and himſelf into a great deal of Difficulty. 


In this Situation, being in London, and in Treaty with a Perſon 
for the Purchaſe of a conſiderable Part of his Eſtates, the Sale of 


which would at once have extricated him out of all his Difficul- 


ties, he was very unexpectedly Arreſted by one of his Creditors for a 


conſiderable Sum, on the 17th of April laſt, This Arreſt was 
quickly followed by ſeveral other Actions, or Detainers. And no 
other Offer being made him of a Releaſe from his Confinement, than 


that of his giving theſe Creditors a Bond and Judgement, or Deed of 


Sale 
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Sale, or ſome ſuch ſeparate Security; and Mr. Jones conſidering himſelf, in 
that Situation, i in the Light of a Truſtee for all his Creditors in common, 


and therefore, as having no Right to give any fuch undue Pre 
rence to theſe Claimants, rather choſe to ſubmit himſelf to their Re- 


ſentment, and abide by his preſent State of Conſinement, than 
comply with what he thought ſo unreaſonable a Demand. After 


he had been ſome Time in this Situation, he was aſked, whether 
he had any Objection to meeting all his London Creditors together 


at the King' s Arms Tavern, Cornhill He anſwered—No. * Meeting | 
was accordingly called—and he attended it, at the Time appointed, which 
was the Beginning of June. Being introduced to them by their Attorney, 


Mr. Finch He was aſked, what he had to propoſe to them? Ie anſwered 
That amidſt ſuch a Diverſity of Sentiments, as he underſtood ſubliſted 


ag them, ſome of them threatening to make a Bankrupt of him at 
once; Others inſiſting upon an immediate Surrender of all his Efta ates ang 


Effects to them; and Others more humanely inclining to give him ſome 


Indulgence i in Point of Time, in order to enable him to make the beſt of 


every Thing for the « common Benefit of himſe f and Creditors ; it render- 


ed it very difficult for him, to hit upon any one Propoſal likely to meet 
with the Approbation of them all. But as he wiſhed to be guided intirely 


by the general Senſe of all his Creditors, as ſoon as he underſtood, what 


that Senſe was, he believed he ſhould have no Objection to whateyer could 
be reaſonably propoſed by them, provided that he was diſcharged, and his 


Eccleſiaſtical Preferment and Houſhould Furniture reſerved to him, for the 
Support and Maintenance of himſelf, and a numerous Family. And in or der 
that they might judge for themſelves herein, he delivered to them, by Mr. 
Hankey, a rough State (as his being unexpectedly Arreſted in London, 


near 70 Miles diſtant from home, without either Books or Papers with 


B | him, 


E 


him, it was impoflible for him to deliver in a very accurate one) of his 


Affairs, and then retired to another Room. After ſome Time ſpent in 


deliberating hereupon, he was called in again, and informed, that on con- 
ſidering the three Plans ſuggeſted to them, either of his being made a 


Bankrupt, or giving them an immediate abſolute Aſſignment of all his 


Eſtates and Effects, on Condition of an immediate Diſcharge, and a Re- 


ſervation of his Eccleſiaſtical Preferment and Furniture, or having ſome. 
Indulgence in Point of Time, in order to enable him, by the Improve- 
ment of his Eſtates, &c. to pay his Creditors, and make a Proviſion for 
his Family: — They had agreed to adopt the latter; and on Condition of 
his agreeing to aſſign over in Truſt all his Eſtates and Effects, for the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid, that they would give him a Letter of Licence for- 
three, or if needful, for four Vears, in order to enable him to make the 
: propoſed Improvement in his Eſtates, &c. for the common Benefit of. 
himſelf and Creditors; they receiving in the mean time, the Rents and Pro- 
fits of his Eſtates &c. to be divided as they ſhould come in, amongſt his Cre-. 
ditors in general; and he receiving the Rents and Profits of his Livings, with h 
his Furniture, to his own Uſe and Benefit, for the Maintenance and Support J 
of himſelf and F amily. To this Propoſal | he immediately agreed. They then 
proceeded to the Election of Truſtees for this Purpoſe, and choſe William 
Greaves, B. B. Eſq. Thomas Hankey, Eſq. Mr. Pickett, Mr. George Ruſſell, 
and Mr. Abraham Young. Mr. Jones recommended the chooſing of ſome : 
more T ruſtees from the Country Creditors, which was objected to, on 
the Suggeſtion, that when they met, they might chooſe ſome to be added. 
to the Deed themſelves. Mr. Greaves afterwards, on Account of his 
ill Health, and Mr. Young, on Account of his other Avocations, de- 
clined acting; which left the whole Truſt in the Hands of the other 


three Gentlemen. 


They 
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They then ordered their Attorney, Mr. Finch, immediately to ſet 
about getting Mr. Jones's Diſcharge from his Confinement, and to pre- 


pare a proper Deed of Truſt, and a Letter of Licence, as before-metioned, 

for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and withal to write a circular Letter into the 
Country to Mr. Jones's Creditors there, informing them of what was 
done, and requeſting their Concurrence i in ſigning the Deed, which would 

ſhortly be ſent down into the Country, and a Meeting of them called 
for that Purpoſe. Thoſe circular Letters were accordingly wrote by 
Mr. Finch, and ſent into the Country, and ſeveral Anſwers Conſenting, 


none Diſſenting, were received. Nor has Mr. Jones any doubt, but that 
all his Creditors in the Country, would, on a proper Repreſentation of 
his Affairs to them, have acceded to the Deed, ſo evidently calculated for 
their Common Benefit. Mr. Jones 8 Diſcharge was put of from time to 


time, in Expectation of the Return of Mr. Buxton (one of the Perſons 
at whoſe Suit he was Detained) who happened then to be out upon a 
Journey. And the Letter of Licence, and Decd of Truſt, being long. 


took up ſo much Time in the Preparing, that it was not brought to Mr. 
Jones for Execution, till July the 10th. It was then brought to him by 


Mr. Finch, the Truſtees' Attorney, Mr. Hankey, and Mr. George Ruſſell, 
5 two of the Truſtees, attending him. 


When 4 it was tendered to Mr. Jones for Execution, he aſked, whether 
the Parties, at whoſe Suit he was Detained, had ſent him, as was agreed, 
his Diſcharge ? Mr. Finch anſwered—No, not yet; for that Mr. Buxton 


was not yet returned, and it could not be done till his Arrival, which 
was, however, expected in a few Days, and that then he would get it 
i figned by all the Parties, and immediately bring it to Mr. Jones, and re- 


id 
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leaſe him from his Confinement. M 


"4:48 

Mr. Jones caſting his Eye upon tho Gigning Part of the Deed, e 0 
that it was not ſigned by the Truſtees, or by any of the Creditors, who. 
met at the King's Arms---and therefore ſaid, he thought his ſigning had 
better be deferred for a few Days, in which Time he might read the 
Decd over (as it being then towards Evening, and the Deed being very 
long, it was thought too late to Read it over that Night) and Mr. Buxton 
might be come back, and the Truſtees might all be got together, and ſo 
the Signing and Diſcharge might all be finiſhed at one and the ſame Time. 
Mr. Hankey and Mr. Ruſſell, both of them, upon this Demur, imme- 


diately, very angrily, Reproached Mr. Jones with want of Confidence i in. 


his Truſtees, intimating, that if he did not immediately ſign the Deed,. 


S | would be worſe for him, or Words to that Effect. Mr. Finch alſo: 


uſed much the fame Language, and added, that it was always. nſual for 
the Debtor to ſign firſt, and that he would, on no other Conſideration, 


carry it to the other Parties to be Executed by them. Upon this, Mr. 
Jones, without any more Heſitation, ſigned it only Requeſting that he 


might have a Copy of it to Read over at his Leiſure, for his own Di- 


: ection herein, which they all Promiſed him, ſhould be very ſhortly ſent- 


him---But they took the Deed away with them, and from that Day to | 


this, have never ſent him, though frequently requeſted to do it, either 


the Original, or a Copy of it, for him to Peruſe for his Inſtruction and 


Direction. So that Mr. Jones has nothing tõ Guide him herein, but 


what he can by Memory recollect from the curſory Reading over of, 
what was called, the Rough Draught of the Deed, which was brought 
to him a Conſiderable Time betore that for Execution was es ates 


There is alſo another Circumſtance, which Mr. Jones; placing an en- 
tire Confidence i in the T ruſtees and their Attorney, took no kind of No- 


tice 


Mn 


tice of at the Time of Execution, but which the preſent unaccountable 


Conduct of the Truſtees now makes it neceſſi ary for him to Relate, which 
is this: A conſiderable Time after the Execution of the firſt Deed, Mr. 
Finch called upon Mr. Jones with another Parchment to Execute, alledg- 
ing, that there was a Miſtake in the firſt Deed, by ſome Omiſſion, 


i Which this was intended to ſupply, and which therefore, Mr. Jones, 


without. Heſitation, at his Requeſt, immediately Executed alſo. Mr. Jones 
hopes Mr. Finch will be able to clear up the Neceſſity of this ſecond 
Deed fatisfaQorily. Nor would he have mentioned it here, but for the 
foregoing Reaſon, 7; 


It may naturally be enquired here, how Mr. Jones came not to have 
an Attorney of his own with him, when the Deeds were to be Executed, 
and at other Times, when Buſineſs was to be I ranſacted, to have aſſiſted 
him with his Advice upon ſuch. Occaſions. Mr. Jones now ſees, with 
Regret, but too late, that Omiſſion. And Be hopes, his Candid Fri riends 
and Creditors Will conſider, that the Plan propoſed, being perfectly 
agreeable | to him, as affording him an Opportunity of Paying every Cre- 
ditor the Full of his Demand, and conc giving himſelf as in ſome Mea- 
ſure particularly obliged to Mr. Hankey, and the other Truſtees, for the 
Trouble they ſo chearfully undertook herein, together with. the Suppo- = 
ſition, that Gentlemen of their Character and Affluence could, on no Con- 
fideration, be prevailed upon to betray a Truſt ſo confidentially repoled i in. 
them, entirely removed from him even the moſt diſtant Surmiſe of ſuch a 


Suſpicion. 


Nor had he the leaſt Doubt it himſelf on 1 fad, till the Middle 


of Auguſt, when Mefſrs. Hankey, Pickett, and Ruſſell, inſtead of Diſ- 
charging 


28 7 


charging Mr. Jones from his Confinement, according to their Promiſe and 


Agreement, in order to have taken him down with them into the Country, 


to call together his Creditors there, that he might open his Plans to them, 
and take ſuch of them, as ſhould be appointed to act with the other 


Truſtees, along with them down to the Premiſſes to have Viewed 
and Conſidered Matters together, in order to have formed a Plan of Di- 
rections for Mr. Jones's future Conduct, they, on the Contrary, on the 

moſt frivolous Excuſe, of not thinking it right to Pay the Expences at- 


tending ſome Law Proceſs, incurred ſolely with a View of Preventing 


Executions upon the Premiſſes, and which therefore were, for their Own 


and the Common Benefit of the Creditors, and of which they were ap- 


priſed, and conſented to diſcharge them, and in order to fave which, they 
loſt above three Times the Amount at leaſt, by Mr. Jones 8 Abſence from 


Home, and leaving the Management of ſuch large Concerns intirely to 


the Direction of Servants and Labourers, they choſe to leave him Confined 5 


in Priſon, under Circumſtances, in which, one would have hoped, even 


Common Humanity would have had ſome Weight with them, Mr. Jones 
| having then been upwards of four Months confined in Priſon, and Mrs. 
Jones ſtrugg gling with a large F amily, at ſeventy Miles Diſtance from her 

Huſband, and being every Day in Expectation of her Delivery, and i in an 

ill ſtate of Health: They went down into the Country to the Premiſſes 

: by themſelves, where, coming into a Country, not intirely ſimilar to their 
Own, and obſerving a Multitude of Labourers Employed in an Under- 


taking, which they were intirely unacquainted with (one of them being a 


Aa Banker, another a Silverſmith, and another a Soap-boiler) and obrerving | 
the Expences to run high (which, under ſuch abſurd Management, could 
not well be pt to be other wiſe) and the Colc-ſced Crop, conſiſting 


of 
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of upwards of Two Hundred and Forty Acres, being likely to turn out 


ſomewhat unfavourably (owing to the cold Eaſterly Winds, by which a 
great deal of it was blighted in the Blooming Time) and obſerving further, 


that an additional Expence would be incurred by Inning upwards 
of Four Hundred and Sixty Acres of Wheat more, then ſtanding upon 


the Premiſſes, they thought, that the Cheapeſt and beſt Way for them- 


ſelves, was not to be at that Expence, but immediately to turn every 


Thing into ready Money, to be lodged with Mr. Hankey, as Truſtee- 


Banker for them, till the jarring Intereſts of the different Creditors mould 


be reconciled, and they * be brought to * * calmly and 


0 quietly to fit down to Divide it. 


With this View, on ; Auguſt 23, Mr. Hankey | and Mr. Ruſſel (Mr. 
Pickett being then not with them—though by the Deed 7. bree Truſtees are 


expreſsly required to make a Quorum, to do any Act relative to the Truſt 


took down Mr. Finch, their Attorney, with them, who, having a Relation 
at Milden-Hall in Suffolk, in want of a Jobb---(as he is a Sort of an Aſ- 


ſiſtant in the Land Jobbing Way, but as ignorant of Mr. Jones's Concerns 
and Plans as his Employers) prevailed on theſe Two Truſtees to take this 


ſaid Relation of his as their Aſſiſtant- Counſeller i in this Buſineſs-- under 
whoſe Advice, as no doubt perfectly correſponding with their own. Ideas, 
they immediately, without any more Heſitation, without ever Conſulting | 
Mr. Jones upon the Occaſion, or even calling together the other Credi- 


tors, to take their Sentiments on a Matter ſo important to their Intereſts 


_==-Publicly Advertiſed all the Corn, Stock, Hay, Fodder, Implements of 
Huſbandry, &c. to be Sold upon the Premiſſes, on Monday, the 8th by. 
01 September, and the N Days. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Jones, hearing by Accident of this Advertiſement, ' prevailed upon 
one of his Creditors in London to wait upon Mr. Hankey, and to reaſon 


with him upon the Subject, ſtating the Impropriety of ſuch a Meaſure, 
as deſtructive of all Mr. Jones's Plans of Payment, and requeſting, if they 


were Reſolved at all Events to raiſe Money immediately upon the Premiſſes, 


that they would get two Able and Impartial Men to ſet a fair Price upon 


every Thing, as Mr. Jones had a Friend of his, who, having very kindly. 


offered to give him ſome Capital Aſſiſtance in carrying through his Plan, 


under the Deed of Truſt, he was very ſure would immediately lay down. 


the Money for him, on Condition of Mr. Jones being immediately Diſ- 


char ed from his Confinement. 


This Requeſt, FEED 1 by a Man of the firſt Character i in Trade, 
and i in the Civileſt Way, could procure from Mr. Hankey no other, than 


a ſhort, furly, unſatisfaCtory Anſwer, that he did not Care about it, or 
Words to that Effect. 


On the zoth of Auguſt, Mr. jones received a Letter from Mr. F inch, 
informing him, that he had been down with Meſſrs. Hankey and Ruſſell 


into the Country, and that they were come to a Reſolution, and had given 


Directions, to ſell off every Thing upon the Premiſſes, to put an entire : 


Stop to his Buſineſs, to keep him Confined in Priſon, and aber to 


make him a Bankrupt. 


Mr. Jones could hardly, at t firſt, give Credit to a Reſolution A very Raſh 


and Unprecedented. But waiting till the 2d of September, in Hopes 
that Mr. Hankey would have called upon him, in order to have talked 


with him upon the dubzesz, previouſly to their taking ſo Violent a Step, 


and 
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1 
and hearing nothing from them, Mr. Jones ſent the following written No- 
tice to each of the Three 2 


81. 
As I have ever r been, and Rill am, ready and deſirous, that the Deed 


of Truſt, the Execution of which you have undertaken, ſhould be lite- 


rally and punctually fullfilled, for the Common Benefit of yourſelf, and 


all the reſt of my Creditors, 1 cannot help expreſſing my Surpriſe, a as well 
as Diſapprobation, with reſpe& to your * Conduct. 


AE You know that the Expreſs Conditions, « on which I Executed that 


| Deed, were, that I ſhould be immediately Diſcharged from my Confine- 


ment, and that I ſhould have the Management of my own Affairs for Three 


” or Four Years, as ſhould be Judged neceſſary, to Improve my Eſtates, &c. 
in order to enable me to Pay my Creditors. The Preamble of the Deed 


recites this Plan. And you know in your own Heart, that this Plan was 


fully ſo underſtood by me, yourſelf, and all Parties; and under the Deed fo 
limited, and ſo executed, I have no doubt of Proving myſelf to have been 
able to have ſatisfied all my Creditors. Now, you inform me, by your At- 
torney, that you are Reſolved not to obtain my Liberty, but to put an End 
to all my Farming Buſineſs, and to Diſpoſe of my Effects upon the Pre- 
miſſes ; and afterwards very kindly to make me a Bankrupt. 


60 Take then Notice hereby, that I look upon the whole of your Conduct 
herein, as a Groſs Violation of the Truſt Repoſed in you, by the above 
Deed---and that it is at your Peril---being totally grinst my Approvetion 


and Conſent. 


Kiag's-Bench Prifen, Sept. 3 1777. Temas Yours,” 
C i __ Receiving 
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Receiving no Anſwer from either of them, and hearing, that they all 

three intended being down, to Countenance the Propoſed Sale, on Monday 
the 8th Day of Septemper, Mr. Jones, in order to prevent their Pleading 
Ignorance, at the Time of Sale, on this Head, ſent down to his Son the 
following additional N otice, which he ordered him Publicly and Audibly 


to read to them, before the Sale began: : 


% Meflrs. Hankey, Pickett, and Ruſfell, 1 am directed by. my Father 
to give you this Public Notice, that, under the Limitations of the Deed of 
"Truſt, which you have undertaken to Execute, between Him and his Cre- 
ditors 1 in Common, He can Prove himſelf able to have Satisfied all his | 


Creditors, and alſo to have made a decent Proviſion for his Fa. 


I do therefore from him, and by his e thus Publicly Charge 
_ with a Notorious Breach of the T ruſt, ſo Repoſed in you, both in not 
Diſcharging him from his Confinement, and alſo in Expoſing his Effects to 
Sale---by which you Diſable him from Doing Juſtice to his Creditors--= 


and muſt, at your Peril, hold yourſelves Accountable for the Conſequences. 
Thomas Jones. 


This Notice was accordingly Read to them, and return d to Mr. Jones 
by his Son, with the eine Memorandum: . 


« The above Notice was Read to the above Meſſrs. Hankey, Pickett, 


and Ruſſell, on Monday the Sth Day of Sept. 1777, by me, 
Thomas Jones, jun.“ 


Notwithſtanding all which, they had the Hardineſs to Proceed in their 
Sale, and fold Every Thing, on Terms the moſt Diſadvantageous, under 
| the 


CAE UL re 
P 


E 1 


the preſent Scarcityof Money, to a Variety of Purchaſers, to the Loſs, at Teai, 


of many Hundred Pounds. The Loſs to Mr. Jones is indeed Irreparable. 


His Stock, being all adapted to his Lands, and being with much Trouble 


collected together, in different Vears, of different Ages, in order to come to 
Market in Succeſſion, Year after Year, are not to be Purchaſed by him at 


once, in the ſame State, at any future Time, on any Terms, nor can they be 
Raiſed in leſs Time than four Years. But the Circumſtance, moſt par- 


ticularly cruel and diſtreſſing to Mr. Jones, from this Violent Procedure 
of the Truſtees, is, their having hereby deprived him of a Bleſſing which 


they cannot reſtore to him, which is that of his large Stock of Spring 


10 Wheat. This i is what he has been labouring, for ſeveral Years, to acquire, 


with a View to his future Plans. FT his Species of Wheat was ſeveral Years 


ago introduced into this Kingdom by our Good King---who, ever atten- 
tive to the Welfare of his Subjects, and deſirous to Promote whatever may : 
contribute thereto, ordered ſome ſmall Quantities of this Grain to be 


diſtributed to different Perſcns, with a View to Promote thereby the Im- 
provement of cold, wet Lands, which, being unfit for the General Cul- 


ture of Wheat in the Winter Seaſon, might, by this Means, be rendered 


Profitable to the Owners and the Public, by being ſown with this Grain, 


when the Severity and Danger of the Winter was over, any Time during 
the Months of March and April, in the Spring. And it is found, on Ex- 
periment, fully to anſwer this very Beneficial Purpoſe. Indeed its Value 

in this Reſpect, particularly in that Country, where Mr. Jones is con— 
cerned, the Hazard of ſowing Wheat there in the Winter Seaſon (which 


thoſe Lands are well capable of Producing) being under the preſent Cir- 


cumſtances of that Country, ſo Great, as almoſt intirely to diſcourage the 
Growth of it, is Ineſtimable. Mr. Jones therefore applied himſelf very 
aſſiduouſly to the Raiſing of a ſufficient Stock of this Grain, to anſwer his 
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future more Extenſive Views, In which he ſucceeded fo well--- that having 


atfirit only as muchof it, as v ould fill the Half of aCommon Wine Glaſs---by 


the Propagation of it, and by ſome Accidental Purchaſes he met with of it, 


he ſo far Increaſed his Stock, as to have this Year, upon his own Grounds, in 
his own Occupation, upwards of Three Hundred and Ninety Acres of it. 
And though, as Mr, Jones is informed, this Crop is not likely to turn out 
upon the whole, ſo favourably this Year, as might have been wiſhed---owin 1 
to the Truſtees not ſending down any body, during Mr. Jones 8 Confinement, 
to look after it, and Mr. Jones' s Servants, to whom it was entirely left, 
having neither Judgement, nor Ability, to Direct or Execute, the Rolling, 


Weeding, and other Circumſtances, upon the duly attending to which in 


proper Time, i its Succeſs muſt neceſſarily in a great Meaſure depend. Vet, 


even under Circumſtances ſo unfavourable, the Quantity which Mr. Jones 


would have raiſed this Year, would have been an acquiſition of the | 
laſt Importance to him. As by To large a Stock of this Grain, now, as it 
were, naturalized to his Land (a Circumſtance much to be attended to by 
| thoſe who ſow this Grain, as Mr. Jones has obſerved it at firſt to degene- 
rate, and afterwards to Improve again on the ſame Lands, under Circum- 
ſtances 1 in themſelves not diſſimilar, he would have been Enabled to have 
Extended his Views of Agriculture to almoſt what ever Length he ſhould 
have choſen. But all theſe pleaſing Hopes are now intirely defeated by 


the Truſtees having Sold the whole off in ſmall Parcels to a Variety of 


Purchaſers, for leſs than a Fourth Part of what Mr. Jones would himſelf 


have given, by the proporee Aſſiſtance of his Friend, for the Whole. 


The next step theſe Truſtees intend, as Mr. „one! is informed, to dis, 


is to ſell off, as ſoon as they can procure any Purchaſers, the Whole of 
his real Eſtates, conſiſting together of upwards of Three Thouſand Acres 
of Land. But in this Plan, having already ripped the Lands of all their 


Stock 
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Stock of Cattle and Corn, and left the ſeveral Farms in the moſt nake d, 
unpromiſing, uncultivated State imaginable, and the Winter approaching, 


they will p. obably be diſappointed. Theſe Farms are ſo extenſive, and re- 


quire ſo large a Capital for the Management of them, one conſiſting of 
upwards of Nine Hundred, another of near Eight Hundred Acres of 


Land, that there are few Farmers of Ability to undertake, in their preſent 


State, the Occupation of them. And without that View, it cannot be 
expected, that there ſhould offer many Purchaſers for them. It ſeems 
more than probable, that theſe Truſtees, reflecting upon what they have 
5 already done, may perhaps, out of a Principle of mere Pity ; and Compaſſion | 
to the other Creditors, whoſe Situation is indeed truly deplorable, give 
| them a little additional Dividend, by taking them themſelves. And 
though the Hazard to themſelves cannot but be confeſſed to be conſiderable 
in ſuch Caſe, in Proportion to the Largeneſs of their Riſque, yet Mr. 
Jones would by no Means diſcourage ſuch a Diſpoſition to Benevolence 
in them, nor diſſwade them from the moſt Extenſive Exertion of 1 it, as he 

is firmly perſwaded, they will in the End be no loſers by it, as may fairly 
be preſumed from this one ſingle Inſtance, viz. Of one Farm of Mr. Jones's, 


Eſtimated by their Friend and Counſellor, Mr. Lock, of Mildenhall, 


(upon whoſe Judgment herein, they may doubtleſs ſafely rely) as not 
being worth T'wenty Pounds, for the Purchaſe of the Fee of it, from which 
Mr. Jones can produce the moſt ſatisfactory Evidence to ſhew, upwards 


of Twenty Pounds having been paid for only the Tithe of it in one Year. 


| And ſhould theſe Truſtees think the Whole of Mr. Jones's Eſtates tq be 
too large a Concern for themſelves to engage in alone, Mr. Jones believes, : 

he can recommend to them a fourth Partner, not intirely unknown to 

them, who will ſuit them to a Tittle. He lives not far from ſome of the 

Premiſſes, a little Weſt from Ely Cathedral; who, though rather a young 

| . goes by the Old Nick Name of Abab, both on Account of his affected 


! 
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Regal: Sway there, and more particularly, as he has, like him, Devoured 
many a poor, honeſt, and induſtrious Naborh's Vineyard. This Man, ſhould 
the Truftees be but able to tempt him into their Meaſures, and but a very 
flender Proſpect of Lucre, will weigh much with him for that Purpoſe, 
will be of infinite Service to them, not only from his Expertneſs and 
Skill in ſuch Matters, but alſo from his known Diſpoſition and Ability t to 
get Money, where 1 no other Man, except themſelves, would. 


”— 


And when Mr. Jones 8 Eſtates are all of them thus fairly Diſpoſed - 9 


the Truſtees mean to teke one further kind Notice of him, which is, to try 
to make him a Bankrupt. They have more than once applied to him, by 
what they call fair Means, for his Conſent hereto, ſometimes by them- 
ſelves, ſometimes by Mr. Finch their Attorney. But Mr. Jones has hither- 
to withſtood all ſuch kind of Solicitations, on the Ground, that ſuch a 
Step i is now unneceſſary, they having already got Poſſeſſion of all his Ef- 
fects; 3 that the Attempt might be attended with only a fruitleſs | 
: Expence, as Mr. Jones (who muſt beſt know his own Situation and 
Conduct) does by no Means look upon himſelf, as having Committed 
any Act, which can render him ſubject to the Bankrupt Laws; and, 
| laſtly, that Mr. Jones, as having a Station, as an Officer, in the Church 
Militant, which has hitherto, as he has been informed, been deemed as 
Exempted from that Juriſdiction: It may reaſonably be expected 
from him, that he ſhould make a Stand againſt Bankruptey, on that 
Ground. And, he believes, they may truſt him, for ſo doing. Having 
ſhe wn ſome Reſolution to this Purpoſe, it has ſo enraged the Truſtees, that 
Mr. George Ruſſell, one of them, lately informed Mr. Jones, that he, and 
the other Truſtees, had calculated very Exactly the Value of his Prefer- 
ment, and fixed it at Fifteen Hundred Pounds; and that if he would im- 
mediately Pay them that Money for it, they would deſiſt from a Commiſ- 
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ſion, but otherwiſe, they were all of them determined, at all Events, let 
the Expence be what it would, to take out a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy 
directly againſt him, and take it away from him by Force. Upon Mr. 
Jones's inquiring into the Cauſe and End of ſuch violent and haſty Con- 
duct of the Truſtees, he was informed, that it was with a View to hinder 
him, from ever bringing them to an Account for their paſt Violence ; as 
no Law, they ſay, is to be had without Money ; ; and that it was their de- 
termined Reſolution, to ſtrip him down ſo low, as to leave him without a 
Guinea, to Fee a a Counſellor, or to employ a Solicitor withal. 


In Return for all which, Mr. Jones only begs Leave to remind them, 
chat there i is a Court, of which they ſeem to be at preſent not ſufficiently 

aware, in which Mr. Jones truſts, he ſhall find an Advocate to Plead the 

| Cauſe of himſelf, his Wife, his Children, Relations, and Friends with 

many others, who are Connected with him, or Dependent upon An, 
95 without _ and doit haut Price.” 


In the mean Time, Mr. Jones thinks i it his Duty thus Publicly to fork 
all his Creditors, and Friends, and thoſe who may be Concerned, by being 
Connected with them, that though theſe wretched Men have thus, by a 
Conduct the moſt unaccountable, contrary to every Principle of Prudence, 

Honour, Humanity, and Juſtice, defeated all his Plans and Proſpects of _ 
Paying them their reſpective Demands, within the propoſed limited Time: 

Yet, that it is not in their Power to deprive him of his Diſpoſition, nor of 
his moſt ſtedfaſt determined Reſolution, to do them all Juſtice, according 
to the utmoſt Stretch of his Ability, as ſoon as ever he poſſibly can. 


The Circumſtances, indeed, of his declining Age, the Largeneſs of the 
Sum he will have to raiſe, and above all, his preſent Confined Situation, 


are in themſelves rather diſcouraging. . 
3 — But 
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But as the Lives and Fortunes of all Men, are in the Hands of God, 
and intirely at his Diſpoſal ; as He can juſt as eafily make a Poor Man 


Rich, as a Rich Man Poor; and the frequent Viciſſitudes we ſee of theſe 
States, are Arguments equally unanſwerable againſt both Deſpondency and 


Preſumption ; Mr. Jones i is very far from being without Hope, that God 


will bleſs his moſt Earneſt Endeavours, which ſhall be unremittingly Ex- 
erted to do them Juſtice, w with Succeſs---He wiſhing for no greater Plea- 
ſure and Happineſs i in this Life, than what will ariſe to him from the Re- 


flection, of his having been Enabled to remove from the Breaſt of his Cre- 


ditors, thoſe Senſations of Pain and Grief, which he ſo 8 feels 
for them all, on the preſent Occaſion, i in his Own. 5 


King's Bench, . 13. 1777. - THOMAS JONES. 


P. S Mr. Jones! thinks it needful to ten his Creditors further, that 
all Debts under Fifteen Pounds, are ſtipulated i in the above Deed of Truſt, 


to be immediately Diſcharged; and that all Creditors, who do not accede 
to the ſaid Deed of Truſt, within a limited Time (which Mr. Jones, for 
want of a Copy thereof, cannot point out) will be precluded from the Be- 

fit of a Dividend from his Effects-—-By Virtue of which Clauſe, if the | 


other Creditors do not accede within the Time limited, theſe Truſtees 


may Engroſs the whole of Mr. Jones's Effects i in their Hands, to their own 
Uſe, i in the immediate full Diſcharge of their own Debts. The Creditors 


therefore in Common, will conſider of the Propriety of Compelling the 


Fruſtees to Deliver them a Copy of the Deed, and judge of the Expe- 
diency of their Acceding, 1 in proper Time, thereto, and alſo of ſuch further 


Steps, as it may be Proper for them, in the preſent Situation of Things, 


to take. 5 3 
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